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The Doctor Has A New Office

By Clarion Staff

Some day soon, Dr. Davis
will leave Chatsworth High
School for a new job at district
headquarters. You could say
things will change a bit for him
once that day comes.

For instance, at CHS, Davis
oversees a campus with 3,300
students and 135 teachers. In his
new job, he will not only be in
charge of programs affecting
CHS, but also well over 100
other schools with 185,000 ad-
ditional students.

He will also be responsible
for athletes competing in 14 dif-
ferent sports at 94 schools,
marching bands, drill teams,
robotics clubs, AP programs,
graduation requirements, plus
all the district’s high school
principals.

“I’m excited. It’s a huge job
they’re putting me in,” said
Davis.

Davis will leave for down-
town once a new principal is

chosen for CHS. He came
here in fall 2005. During
his tenure, school-wide
testing scores increased by
15 points, just five away
from reaching his goal of
being a California Distin-
guished School. He also
pushed the school towards
small learning communi-
ties.

“In some respects, I’'m
extremely sad because it’s
hard to leave a school like
this because it’s a part of
me,” Davis said. “On the
other side, I’m excited be-
cause this is a major pro-
motion.”
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Several teachers said that,
in general, Davis had a positive
effect on the school.

“We had our disagreements,
but he listens and doesn’t take
things personally,” said Mr. Le
Vine, a history and government
teacher who is also a representa-
tive for the teachers’ union. “He

genuinely likes the teachers and
students.”

English teacher Mr. Siegel
said Davis had a good personal-
ity, was easy to talk to and was
good at remembering students’
names.

Students said they appreci-
ated his support and personable
manner. “I thought he was very

good. He was good socializing

with students without making

them uncomfortable,” said
sophomore Chelsea Caldwell.

“He was a cool guy, we’re
gonna miss him at football
games for sure,” said Junior
Sharon Tang.

Davis said some of the
things he would remember most
from Chatsworth High School
included watching the band win
a city championship for the first
time and starting a principal’s
award and giving it to one spe-
cial student at graduation.

Davis believes the improve-
ments at Chatsworth over the
past couple of years made it
possible for him to get his pro-
motion. In particular, he cited
increasing English and science
test scores, championships won
by band and baseball, as well as
students’ passing rates at AP
tests. “We have a lot of positive
things going on and not a lot of
schools can say that.”

Not All Whiz Kids Are Washing Up

By Belen Espinoza
Features Editor

What would go
through your mind
if you found out
that your boyfriend
or girlfriend didn’t
wash his or her
hands after using
the restroom, and
then held your hand
or gave you a hug?
According to the
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American Society
of Microbiology, 90 percent of
females wash up after using
restrooms compared to 75 per-
cent of men.

A study conducted in Au-
gust 2005 for the ASM by Har-
ris Interactive, a research com-
pany, observed 6,336 individu-
als wash their hands at six pub-

lic attractions in four major cities.
Observers in the public bathrooms
secretly and discreetly watched
and recorded the number of adults
who washed. While recording
their observations, the observers
were told to pretend to groom
(wash their hands, brush their

hair, put on makeup) them-
selves.

When asked if she believed
if the companies survey results

| were true, senior Lisa Kwan

said, “Of course because guys
are dirtier, sloppier, and mess-
ier.”

Senior John Shin says,
“Women are cleaner because
they are more feminine.”

That same month the com-
pany took a telephone survey of
1,013 adults. Ninety percent of
women and 96 percent of men
said they always or usually
wash up after using a public
restroom.

With the help of fellow staff
reporters and students, we were
able to conduct a similar study
here at CHS. We observed
twenty girls and twenty boys in
the restrooms at school. Ninety

percent of girls washed up after
using the restroom, compared to
75 percent of boys.

“It’s sickening, because
they don’t wash their hands,
open the door, and then we open
the door too, and germs get
passed on,” said senior Jordan
Cui.

“| think that’s nasty, be-
cause when guys pee it might
get on their hands,” said senior
Tommy Wu.

We then conducted a survey
of twenty boys and girls, and
asked whether or not they
washed up after using the rest-
room. Eighty-five percent of
girls said that they washed com-
pared to 90 percent of boys.

“More guys should wash
their hands. It’s a ritual for me
to wash mine,” said senior John
Shin.
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Chatsworth Losing Its ‘Anti-Christ’

By Caleb Sperling
Staff Writer

The infamous shock rocker
Marilyn Manson seems like the
type of guy that would live in a
deserted haunted mansion out in
the middle of Death Valley.
What might surprise you is that
he lives in a Mediterranean-style
villa right here in Chatsworth, at
least for now.

Manson has put his gor-
geous, 4,500-square-foot house,
near Chatsworth and Mason, up
for sale. In the three years he’s
owned the home, he had the ga-
rage changed into a recording
studio and had a bonus room put
in. He is selling it for $1.1 mil-
lion.

Manson has been on tour
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2l backyard for golfing

"'l and evening strolls.
And though you might
not expect it, the au-
| thor of “The Dope
Show” and
¥ “Fundamentally Loath-
some” has a sparkling

2 E pool and covered ca-

sy bana. Additionally,
despite having a col-
lection of songs called

since early summer and appar-
ently has grown apart from his
house, according to the Los An-
geles Times.

So what sort of a place does
the king of shock rock call
home? Well, the same guy who
gave us an album entitled
“Antichrist Superstar” has a

“Smells Like Chil-
dren,” Manson happens to live
close to Germain Street Elemen-
tary School.

Back in 1937 the house was
owned by actors Barbara Stan-
wyck and Robert Taylor (your
grandparents probably know
them) when it was brand new.

APl Score
Edges Past
700 Mark

By Fanny H. Yoon
Staff Writer

Chatsworth High School’s
2007 API score went up from
687 to 704, an increase of 17
points from 2006.

API means Academic Per-
formance Index, which is the
state’s method of measuring
school performance.

Edging above 700 is signifi-
cant, said Dr. Davis. For exam-
ple, he met with real estate
agents in Porter Ranch a year
ago and they told him that once
the school rose above 700, CHS
would attract top students who
might otherwise go elsewhere,
such as to private schools.

“It makes our school look
better,” said Davis. “Now we’re
only five points away from be-
ing a California Distinguished
School.”

API is also important be-
cause it is also part of the AYP,
Adequate Yearly Progress,
which is the federal govern-
ment’s requirement for the
schools to meet certain targets.
If the school doesn’t meet cer-
tain targets, then the school is
considered a Program Improve-
ment School and is monitored
by the federal government.

According to Ms. Bushner,
an assistant principal, if Chats-
worth or any other school does
not show consecutive years of
growth, then the school is put in
state-watch list. It is then moni-
tored by the state that the school
is going to do certain things to
improve the scores.

“Chatsworth was put into
state-watch list four years ago,”
said Ms. Bushner. “We don’t
want that to happen again.”

Many students in Chats-
worth don’t know the meaning
of the API and are not sure of
the impact it has on them. But,

Continued on page 2

Missing Sleep Can Lead
To Pimples and Pounds

By Andrew Park
Staff Writer

Without enough sleep, it is
inevitable for students to be-
come tired, fall asleep in class,
and possibly receive failing
grades. Intriguing studies from
the National Sleep Foundation
have shown that without the
regular eight and one-half hours
of sleep each night, teens are
more prone to pimple and acne
problems along with weight
gain and caffeine overuse.

With the pressures of study-
ing and getting good grades in
high school comes the pressure
of looking “fresh” and fit.
Sleeping only five to six hours

every night from studying for
tests and finishing up last-
minute homework assignments
can badly affect the way stu-
dents want to look.

“Even if you have the great-
est grades, it’ll catch up with
you,” said school nurse Mrs.
Hizon. Hizon recommends at

Continued on page 2

See The Clarion in

Color

Current and past editions of
the Clarion can be viewed in
color on the Chatsworth High
School website., www.
chatsworthhs.org. Just click on
the “news” link and then the
“Clarion” link.
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Texting Takes The Place of Talking

By Huong Nguyen
Staff Writer

In today’s world of high-
tech cell phones and PDA's, it is
no surprise that text messaging,
or ‘texting’ for short, has be-
come a mainstream trend amon
cell phone users. This raises the
guestion of whether or not tex-
ting has replaced old means of
communication such as calling
or even e-mailing, and if it truly
is as convenient as its widely
believed to be.

Considering the startling
rise in text messages sent each
month in America, statistics do
prove the theory that text has
replaced talk. According to Cell

Signs Co., the number of text  voice and see how healthy they
messages sent in America has sound,” said senior Rahul Bald-
increased by 250 percent in the win.
past two years, resulting in Text messages seem to be
about 18.5 billion text messages the time saving way to commu-
sent every month as of Decem- nicate but in some occasions,
ber 2006. they could just be the opposite.
“I| prefer texting. If you “Why can't they just call and
want to tell someone just one talk? A one minute phone con-
thing, then just text them. Peo- versation can take 5 minutes
ple talk too much when you just texting,” said school security
want to get straight to the aid, Ortiz.
point,” said officer Fumarolo.
While phone companies
are raking in profits from this
exploding texting business,
many people are still not sold.
“I'd rather call than text some-
one. You want to hear their

“If you text someone some-
thing and they don't reply, you
end up sitting there waiting.
What if it's an emergency?”
said senior Asad Baig.

In addition, many text mes-

sage users have acquired the
dangerous habit of texting while
driving. Nationwide Mutual In-
surance surveyed 18-27 year
olds this year and 37 percent
admitted to regularly texting
behind the wheel. Another study
conducted by the University of
Utah found that drivers who text
are 50 percent more likely to get
into an accident.

Despite these downsides,
text messaging seems like it will
remain a growing trend. “I defi-
nitely text a lot more than | talk
on the phone, it's just easier es-
pecially when you have a Side-
kick,” said senior Christine
Adekayote.

Age Is No Barrier When Stars Fall

By Lena Riemer
Sports Editor

Harrison Ford, Madonna,
Ashton Kutcher and Donald
Trump are not only celebrities,
they all have one thing in com-
mon: they are all involved in
relationships with a big age dif-
ference.

Ashton Kutcher is 15 years
younger than wife Demi Moore
and the age difference between
Donald Trump and his wife, su-
permodel Melania Trump, is
even bigger. Donald Trump is
24 years older than his wife, so
he could almost be her father.

It seems to be a trend nowe
days that a lot of celebrities
have partners who are a lot
younger or older than they are
and in some relationships, it
seems to work.

Kutcher and Moore have

September Another reason is
this year. that not all women want
Donald children. They do, how-
Trump and ever, want companion-
his wife met ship, and someone to
each other i travel and have fun with.
1999 and Therefore, age does not
have been matter. With a younger
married husband or boyfriend,
since 2005. they also feel younger
What Photo from Wuww themselves.
previously bandidosd : It is even more com-
seemed to |-andidosdeamor.com mon that men have

be unaccept- younger partners than
able is not as shocking anymore women.
But what is the reason for more According to junior Ricardo
people choosing a relationship Garcia, a woman who has a
with a big age difference? The young and attractive husband
website www.relationship. “won the Jackpot.” In his opin-
lifetips.com gives an easy con- ion a relationship with a big age
clusion. In general, it is because difference is difficult because
of physical and sexual attrib-  they grew up in different gen-
utes.
An old man with a younger more materialistic and has dif-
wife has greater self-confidence ferent goals in life, whereas the

really big problem in a relation-
ship.

The most important thing in
these types of relationship is
communication about goals and
future plans, because these rela
tionships are only possible if
both have the same wishes and
ideas about their common fu-
ture. Otherwise the relationship
will be over soon.

To answer the question
about the maximum age differ-
ence, senior Emily Franklin has
the perfect mathematical for-
mula. “You divide your own age
by two and add seven. This is
the best way to find out if the
difference is too big or still so-
cially acceptable.”

In her opinion it is not that un-
usual if a 30 year-old person ha:

person rather than a 16- year-ol
with a 26 —year-old one. She

These Jobs
Make Yours
Look Easy

By Amy Umana
Staff Writer

No matter how much you
think that you might be making
your teachers job the worse they
ever had, you'’re wrong. For
some this job is so much better
than some of their previous jobs.
Some had to deal with employ-
ers who took advantage of them,
rude customers, and others were
bored out of their minds.

Mr. Masserman, an English
teacher, says his worst job was
being a gofer for a Hollywood
production. For those who don’t
know what a gofer is, it's a per-
sonal assistant who might have
instructions to “go for” coffee,
water ect. When asked what was
the worst thing he had to do,
Masserman said “The jerk made
me wear a leaf blower and clean
his driveway.”

Some other teachers, like
Ms. Juarez, had some bizarre
jobs. Juarez once worked for
company called Hemi Care,
which sold blood products.

“l used to drive huge trucks that
would carry the dialysis ma-
chines; | would separate red
bloods cells from the plasma,”
says Juarez.

Juarez recalls a moment when
she and a co-worker acciden-
tally dropped a bag of blood that
exploded on the ground.

Of course there are the
teachers that had to do hard la-
bor. Mr. Jay Brigandi , a secu-
rity aid, says his worst jobs was

erations. The younger partner is a relationship with a 40 year-old installing air conditioners in the

middle of the summer. Crawling
through attics to install the ma-

been a couple for more than 2 as well as an older woman with older person may wants childrer thinks “if both are happy with it, chinery. “You would get hot and

years and finally married in

a young and attractive husband. and to settle, which could be a

go for it.”

Another Stitch By Abercrombie And Fitch

By Faith Lim
Staff Writer

Following Abercrombie,
Abercrombie & Fitch, Hollister
Co., Ruel 925, and Abercrombie
Kids, the upcoming brand from
Abercrombie & Fitch, called
Gilly Hicks, will be released
January 2008. Gilly Hicks is the
fifth concept of Abercrombie tha

wear from its stores and Holliste ing men’s underwear, athletic

Co. started selling personal care wear, leather goods, and flip-

items under the title “Betty’s flops.

Body” to promote the upcoming More than 1000 stores will

store.
Gilly Hicks will consist of  in Canada and England. How-

loungewear. They will sell under ever it is not well known by

“1 am so excited for this
new brand. It will be like Aber-
crombie plus Hollister com-
bined products except clothes.

be opened nation wide and also When | buy belts or flip flops, |

can now go straight to Gilly
Hicks instead of going to Aber-

wear for women to compete witt many people since the company crombie and Hollister,” said

Victoria's Secret and American has kept silent about this new
Aerie line. They will also be sell- brand.

junior Jean Hyun.

will sell loungewear and under-
weatr.

Abercrombie & Fitch is a
brand and company that consis
of “casual luxury” clothes with
East Coast Ivy League Heritagg
theme for students age 18
through 22. It's a popular brand
among teenagers and college s
dents.

“ | think this new brand will
be popular also, because it's
from Abercrombie. Everyone
wears it and | am pretty sure thg
will like Gilly Hicks too,” said
senior Vanni Gio.

The Chief Executive Officeffthat students sleep. She says th

Michael Jeffries, intended this
new concept to supplement the

current four branched. A&F had
removed all the female under-

LACK OF SLEEPcontinued from page 1

least six to eight hours of sleep sleep hours.
every night without the use of When talking about the
caffeine the next morning.
Lack of sleep can lead to  sleep can give you, Hizon say
sleepiness and carelessness. In “Health comes first. Without
order to revive themselves from health you can’t do anything.”
their sleepy trances, teens turn
to caffeine and sugar. The Na-
tional Sleep Foundation has
shown that too much of both car cally need to sleep to grow anfl
lead to undesired weight gain  do better in school.” Because
and serious facial problems. physical growth occurs during
Hizon believes that school- the sleep, the less sleep peop
work should not affect the way get, the less they grow.
“The irony of life is,” says
the teachers are aware of how Rooney, “when you are young

;l

Health teacher Mr. Roonely

e

healthiness a regular amount §f they thought that the increasifg

says, “We teach how teens tygi-

API| Score

Continued from page 1

score was a good thing.

“I know that the score is
higher than last year,” said sef-
ior Magenta Pinruethai. “l don
think it has a great impact on
but it has a great impact on
school because some studentg

e
D

itchy; the fibers would get stuck
on your arms,” he said.

Mr. Pina also had to do hard
labor; he was a gofer for a con-
struction company. He recalls
that he would get along with
everyone, but some of the older
workers would poke fun at him

There are also the jobs that
are extremely boring and one
can't help but wait until they
finally get to go home. Ms.
Krausen said her worse job was
working as a secretary.

“It was so boring, | was the
only one in the office and no
there was no one to talk to.”

When Ms. Koch was asked
what her worst job was there
was no hesitation. “It was work-
ing at Mervyns in the children
department. There were clothes
everywhere and the kid’s par-
ents were rude,” she said.

Koch only stayed at the job
for three months. “Working for
Mervyns is worse than working
for McDonalds,” she added.

will look at the API score and
compare it to other schools.”
Pinruethai also added,
“People who want to go to col-
lege would care about the API
score but only their individual

long it takes to do the assigned you want to sleep late, but whfr scores, not the school’s score.”

homework so that too much is- you are old you want to sleep
n't given to interrupt a student’s early.”

“I think it's a good thing
that the score went up,” said

senior Melissa Chua. “it means
that the people who got low
scores before, get higher scores
and students with higher scores
improve. It shows us that the
students are improving and put-
ting more effort in their stud-
ies.”



