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Olympic Rings And Other New Things New Laws Cover Wages, 
Tanning And Bike Lights 
By Mariel Vazquez 
Staff writer 
      
      New laws that kicked in 
Jan. 1 will affect teenagers in 
areas such as education, health, 
vehicles, and most importantly, 
work.  
      One law that will involve 
school is the emergency cards, 
which will now have a box 
where parents will decide if 
they want their kids’ names on 
the lists provided to military 
recruiters. Another law requires 
that additional school counsel-
ing services are to be made 
available for students and par-
ents including a career path and 
how students can get into a 
four-year university. Students 
planning on going to a four year 
university now get a little help 
from a law that says publishers 
and college bookstores will 
have to disclose the price of the 
books to the faculty members in 
universities when they are de-

ciding which text to require for 
their students helping the stu-
dents save money. 
      Teenagers from ages 14 to 
17 will now have to get parental 
consent to go into a tanning 
booth. This law is mostly aimed 
at preventing skin cancer. 
      On the roadways, bicyclists 
must use lights while riding 
anywhere after dark, including 
sidewalks, bikeways, or high-
ways, or face a fine. The smog 
abatement fee will make car 
owners pay from $12 to $20, to 
help fund alternative fuel devel-
opment. Registration fees will 
be raised by three dollars. And 
the most important one aimed at 
teen drivers will be the ban on 
cell phones and other electronic 
devices beginning July 1.  
      Got any gift cards with an 
amount less than $10? Well a 
new law requires retailers to 
redeem any gift card for cash if 
the amount is less than ten dol-
lars.  

By Lena Riemer  
Staff Writer  
 
      The new year has just re-
cently started and there is al-
ready a lot planned for 2008. 
     Probably the most important 
event for the United States will 
be the 44th presidential election 
in November. By the end of the 
year America will have elected 
a new leader and it could be the 
first black or female president 
in U.S. history.  
       Junior Carolyn Montes said 
about the presidential election, 
“I think there will be a big 
change for America because of 
the presidential election. I think 
Hillary Clinton will win,” she 
said. 
       Primaries started in the be-
ginning of January in Iowa and 
New Hampshire and the Cali-
fornian primaries will be held in 
February. In comparison to 
other states, in California only 
members of the parties will vote 
for their presidential candidate 
this year.  
       2007 finished with a lot of 

big movies in December and 
according to slashfilm.com, 
Hollywood is going to keep this 
up in 2008 and will release over 
500 films. 
      The web page also recom-
mends 66 must-see-movies for 
2008. There will be films like 
“Iron Man”, which is Jon 
Favreau’s adaptation of the fa-
mous comic book character; the 
second Narnia movie this year, 
“The Chronicles of Narnia: 
Prince Caspian”, which is the 

follow-up of the Narnia movie 
released December 2005; and 
finally, there will also be a new 
Indiana Jones movie, called 
“Indiana Jones and the kingdom 
of the Crystal Skull.” 
       Not only in the movie busi-
ness, but also in the music sec-
tion will be big releases in 
2008. Radiohead, Metallica, the 
Offspring and Nicole Scherz-
inger are planning to bring out 
their new albums in the begin-
ning of this year and there will 
even be a new Michael Jackson 
album called Thriller- 25th An-
niversary Edition.  
      The 50th annual Grammy 
Awards will be handed out in 
February at the Staples Center. 
      With the Olympics in Bei-
jing, China, this year, there will 
also be a lot going on in the 
sports section. The games start 
with a huge celebration on Aug. 
8 and end 16 days later. China 
prepared a huge event and in-
vented five Olympic mascots, 
the most in Olympic history.  
       The computer section will  
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Seeing CHS From Both Sides Of The Classroom 
By Faith Lim       
Staff Writer  
 

All of us know how it feels 
to be Chatsworth students, and 
137 people here on campus 
know how it feels to be Chats-
worth teachers. But 13 have 
been both Chatsworth students 
and teachers. Instead of sitting 
down and listening to the lec-
tures, now they are standing 
and lecturing. Instead of doing 
homework, now they are grad-
ing papers, and instead of call-
ing their teachers by title, now 
they are calling their old teach-
ers by their first names. 
       One of the art teachers, 
Mrs. Donner, graduated in 1970 
and came back in 1996. Her life 
in J-hall started when she was a 
high school kid. She spent most 
of her time in J-hall and also 
had her locker in J-hall. Donner 
said many things have changed 
since she left. She remembers 
classes used to be smaller and 

the campus used to be cleaner. 
She also remembers that her 
senior year was the first year to 
allow the girls to wear pants 
and the boys to have facial hair. 
Donner described herself as a 
solid-C student. “ I was a wild 
child. I spent most of the time 
in assistant principal’s office,” 
she said.  
      “J-Hall used to be smoker’s 
bathroom. It was some tough 

building,” said Mrs. Coyle, who 
graduated in 1972. She also 
hung out in J-hall most of the 
time. She was on the swim team 
throughout her high school 
years.  
     According to what she said, 
there was no T-building, no 
bungalows, and no fences at 
that time, and the school colors 
used to be yellow and orange.   
     Coyle came back to CHS in 

1999 to teach calligraphy and 
photo classes.  
       Mr. Hayashida, the head 
football coach, graduated in 
1980 and grew up with Dr. 
Davis, the former principal. 
They played sports in the same 
youth organization, West Val-
ley Eagle. He played basketball, 
football and ran track in high 
school. In Hayashida’s mem-
ory, Chatsworth now is same as 
the Chatsworth twenty years 
ago. “The school looks exactly 
the same. Many alumni come 
back and say that it’s the same. 
I think the school can use face 
lift and change some of the ap-
pearance.” 
      “I came back to get even 
with the teachers that taught 
me,” said English teacher Mrs. 
Ramos who graduated in 1986. 
When she was a student, the 
school didn’t have fences. “It 
was much easier to go out for 
lunch and never come back.” 
She played softball for three 

years and “got in a lot of trou-
ble for being a class clown.” 
     A recent Chatsworth gradu-
ate is Ms. Nowak, a history 
teacher. She graduated from 
CHS only five years ago. She 
always wanted to be a high 
school teacher and often 
thought about teaching here at 
Chatsworth. “Because my mom 
(a former CHS counselor) was 
working here, I already knew 
the behind-the- scenes, and had 
some of the privileges, like us-
ing faculty bathrooms,” said 
Nowak. She hung out in front 
of the student store with her 
fellow basketball players when 
she was a student. “Being a 
teacher is harder than I thought: 
lesson planning and making 
tests, and I have to stay ahead 
of the kids,” she said. 
               
       See page 2 for a list of 
Chatsworth teachers who also 
went to school here. 

Candidates’ Platforms On Education 
With the presidential election 
approaching, the next several 
editions of the Clarion will fea-
ture the front-running candi-
dates’ positions on important 
issues. This month’s issue is 
education.  
 
By Huong Nguyen 
Editor-In–Chief 
 

DEMOCRATS 
BARACK OBAMA – Believes 
that we need to help underprivi-
leged and disadvantaged stu-
dents “reach their full poten-

tial.” He plans to create Early 
Learning Challenge Grants to 
promote education before kin-
dergarten, expand both summer 
learning and after school oppor-
tunities, reform the No Child 
Left Behind policy, and recruit 
professionals from the fields of 
math and science. He also plans 
to reduce the dropout rate by 
“investing in intervention” in 
middle school. Regarding 
higher education, he plans to 
support college outreach pro-
grams and simplify the process 
of applying for financial aid, 

encouraging underprivileged 
students to seek more education 
after they graduate from high 
school. 
For more information, visit 
www.barackobama.com 
 
HILLARY CLINTON – Wants 
to invest $10 billion to make 
pre-school available to 4 year 
olds. In her opinion, the No 
Child Left Behind program kills 
passion and creativity and she 
blames Bush for the poor fund-
ing and quality of the program. 
Clinton plans a $3,500 tuition  
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Staff Photo by Katherine Falcon 
Juniors Justin Palarca, left, and Jonathan Cruz stage a boxing match 
at the Humanitas Gatsbyville presentation Jan. 18th. Gatsbyville, 
based on the novel “The Great Gatsby,” was open in Chancellor 
Hall for all students to come see and learn about the trends, tradi-
tions, and activities during the 1920’s. Booths featured boxers, flap-
per dancers and a movie house, among many others. 

Election 2008 

Here are the senior pictures from two former Chatsworth students 
who now teach here. Find out who they are on page  2. 


